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Description 

[0001] THIS INVENTION relates to eating utensils 
and in particular to an eating utensil for the consumption 
of vended food products. 

[0002] Many types of foods, such as yoghurt and ice 
cream, are packaged in individual serving containers. 
Eating utensils of various forms have therefore been 
devised to be included with the sale of the containers for 
immediate consumption of their contents. Such a utensil 
may be a plastic spoon, fork or wooden spatula adapted 
to be individually issued with each container, it is desir- 
able, however, to provide a utensil which may be pack- 
aged with the container and is suitably not larger than 
one or more specific dimensions of the container. In par- 
ticular it is desirable that there be provided an eating 
utensil which is planar in storage disposition and is of 
suitable size to be packaged with a container and also 
foldable to an operative disposition suitable for use in 
scooping out contents of the container. 
[0003] The prior art includes two United States Pat- 
ents Nos. 4,060,1 76 of Tobiasson J.R. and 4,393,988 of 
Burke M., each showing a food container lid which is 
convertible into a spoon. The spoon in each case 
includes a flap which folds outwardly from the plane of 
the lid through 180° so that the flap extends outwardly 
from the lid to be used as a spoon bowl to scoop up the 
contents of the container. Each of these devices has the 
disadvantage that the flap is freely foldable through the 
180°, with the result that for example, when prising 
loose a portion of frozen ice cream from the rest of the 
contents in the container, said portion may be suddenly 
flicked off the flap when the portion is forcibly caused to 
become free. 

[0004] In Australian Patent No. 117564 of Stanley 
Rogers and Company Pty Ltd there is disclosed a fold- 
ing utensil adapted to fold from a storage disposition to 
an operative disposition and which includes two mem- 
bers, namely a handle and a spoon-head removably 
attached to each other. Manufacturing this utensil, how- 
ever, requires making the two members separately and 
then having to couple them together. This increases the 
costs of producing the utensil and decreases its reliabil- 
ity in operation due to the members having to couple 
together correctly or otherwise fail to operate. 
[0005] Notwithstanding the prior art as aforemen- 
tioned, I have considered there remains a need for sub- 
stantial improvements in foldable eating utensils, 
particularly to overcome present disadvantages associ- 
ated with the prior art. Thus, it is a principal object of my 
invention to provide a novel form of eating utentsil which 
may be easily folded, inexpensive to manufacture and 
reliable and efficient in use. In particular, the invention 
aims to provide a folding eating utensil adapted to be 
formed from sheet material or moulded from plastics in 
a substantially flat configuration. 



DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] According to one aspect of the present inven- 
tion there is provided a foldable eating utensil including 

5 an elongate handle member having a food-engaging 
blade extending integrally from one end thereof when 
operatively disposed, said blade being hingedly con- 
nected about a transverse axis to the inner edge of a 
connector plate of the handle member extending later- 

10 ally between spaced handle arms of the handle mem- 
ber which define therebetween an opening to receive 
said blade to lie coplanar with said handle member 
when said blade is hinged to storage disposition, 

is said blade including a longitudinally extending neck 
portion at its hinged connection to said connector 
plate and adapted to lie against said connector 
plate when operatively disposed, 
said handle arms being foldable each about a 

20 lengthwise axis extending along said connector 
plate and comprising engaging portions wherein 
when the blade has been hinged to operative dispo- 
sition, said handle arms may be folded digitally 
towards each other and brought to and held in co- 

25 acting relationship in which engaging portions of 
said handle member engage said blade at its neck 
portion to restrain the blade against movement 
away from operative disposition. 

30 [0007] According to another aspect of the invention 
there is provided a foldable eating utensil including an 
elongate handle member having a food-engaging blade 
extending integrally from one end thereof when opera- 
tively disposed, 

35 

said blade being hingedly connected about a trans- 
verse axis to the inner edge of a connector plate of 
the handle member extending laterally between 
spaced handle arms of the handle member which 

40 define therebetween an opening to receive said 
blade to lie coplanar with said handle member 
when said blade is hinged to storage disposition, 
said blade including a longitudinally extending neck 
portion at its hinged connection to said connector 

45 plate and adapted to lie against said connector 
plate when operatively disposed, 
said handle arms having distal ends being foldable 
each about a lengthwise axis passing through the 
respective adjacent side edge of the said connector 

50 plate and wherein, 

when the blade has been hinged to operative dispo- 
sition, said handle arms may be folded digitally 
towards each other and brought to and held in co- 
acting relationship in which their distal ends adja- 

55 cent said connector plate engage said blade at its 
neck portion to restrain the blade against move- 
ment away from operative disposition. 
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[0008] Preferably said neck portion is of elongate 
strip-like form and is contiguous with a blade body por- 
tion which extends laterally beyond each longitudinal 
side edge of said neck portion, a shoulder being defined 
by the junction of each said side edge with said blade 
body portion. It is also preferred that said distal ends of 
said handle arms adjacent said connector plate are dis- 
posed for engaging said shoulders in said operative dis- 
position. 

[0009] Preferably said shoulders are provided each 
with a securing lug spaced laterally from the respective 
said side edge whereby each handle arm in said opera- 
tive disposition is located between a respective secur- 
ing lug and the adjacent said side edge. It is also 
preferred that said distal ends of said handle arms are 
provided each with a terminal retention lug spaced from 
the respective side edge of the connector plate whereby 
each handle arm in said operative disposition has its 
retention lug overlying the blade body at the respective 
shoulder. 

[0010] Suitably, said handle arms are hingedly con- 
nected at their proximal ends whereby the handle mem- 
ber is a continuous loop surrounding said opening, said 
blade being shaped to be received closely in said open- 
ing. Suitably also, said blade is of spoon-like form or 
fork-like form and is round, oval-shaped or of rectangu- 
lar shape, being flat or of concave upper surface. 
[001 1 ] Preferably too, said handle arms are provided 
with holding means whereby they may be maintained 
fixedly relative to each other when in their operative dis- 
position. For this purpose said holding means may suit- 
ably include inter-engaging members on the respective 
arms for snap-action engagement and retention when 
the arms are brought to their operative dispositions. 
Other features of the invention will be apparent from the 
following descriptions. 

BEST METHOD OF CARRYING OUT THE INVEN- 
TION 

[001 2] In order that the invention may be more readily 
understood and put into practical effect, reference will 
now be made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:- 

Fig. 1 shows in perspective view from above one 
preferred embodiment of the novel foldable eating 
utensil according to the invention, shown in its stor- 
age position and in which, by way of example, the 
blade is of dished spoon-like form; 
Fig. 2 shows in similar perspective view the same 
utensil as in Fig. 1 with the blade (of spoon-like 
form) being hinged from storage disposition to be 
close to operative disposition; 
Fig. 3 shows in perspective view from above the 
utensil of Figs. 1 and 2, having the handle member 
and blade in their operative dispositions; 
Fig. 4 shows in perspective view a modified embod- 
iment in its operative disposition, the blade being of 



fork-like form; 

Rg. 5 shows in perspective view another embodi- 
ment of the invention, the blade being of knife-like 
form, shown in its storage disposition; 

s Rg. 6 shows in perspective view the utensil of Fig. 
5 with the blade in its operative disposition and with 
the handle still in its storage disposition; 
Rg. 7 shows in perspective view the utensil of Figs. 
5 and 6 with the blade and handle member in their 

10 operative dispositions; 

Rg. 8 shows in perspective view from above a fur- 
ther embodiment of the invention shown in its stor- 
age disposition; 

Rg. 9 shows in perspective view the utensil of Fig. 

is 8 with the blade in its operative disposition; 

Rg. 10 shows in perspective view the utensil of 
Rgs. 8 and 9 in its operative disposition; and 
Rg. 1 1 shows in perspective view from above a fur- 
ther embodiment of the invention shown in its oper- 

20 ative disposition. 

[001 3] Referring initially to Figs. 1 to 3 of the drawings, 
there is shown a utensil indicated generally by the 
numeral 10 including an elongate handle member 11 
25 having a food-engaging blade 12 extending integrally 
from one end 1 3 thereof when operatively disposed with 
the food-engaging blade 12 extended as shown in Rg. 
3, the said end 13 of the handle member 11 being the 
distal end while the other end 14 of the handle member 
30 is the proximal end adapted to be held digitally when the 
utensil is being used. In this instance the utensil 10 is 
formed by moulding of plastics material facilitating the 
blade 1 2 being made of dished form with a concave sur- 
face 15 for scooping up materials. On the other hand, 
35 the utensil 10 could be formed from a blank of sheet 
material which in certain instances could be paper or 
cardboard, especially cardboard with a plasticised exte- 
rior coating on both surfaces. Preferably however, it 
would be made from rigid plastics material but reduced 
40 in thickness at hinge locations according to known tech- 
niques. The utensil 10 may be formed by stamping or 
cutting or other conventional processes. 
[0014] The blade 11 is hingedly connected about a 
transverse axis line 1 6 to the inner edge 1 7 of a connec- 
ts tor plate 1 8 of the handle member 1 1 . It will be seen that 
the connector plate 18 extends laterally between 
spaced handle arms 1 9, 20 of the handle member 1 1 so 
that the arms define therebetween an opening 21 to 
receive the blade 12 in such manner that the latter will 
so lie coplanar with said handle member 1 1 as shown in 
Fig. 1 when the blade 12 is hinged to storage disposi- 
tion. 

[0015] The blade 12 includes a longitudinally extend- 
ing neck portion 22 at its hinged connection 16 with the 
55 connector plate 18 and is adapted to lie against the 
upper surface 23 of the connector plate 1 8 when opera- 
tively disposed. As apparent from Fig. 3. the handle 
arms 19, 20 are foldable each about a transverse axis 
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passing through the respective adjacent side edge 24, 
25 (see Figs. 1 and 2) of the connector plate 18. Basi- 
cally, as will be apparent from Figs. 1 to 3, the parts are 
so made and arranged that when the blade 1 2 has been 
hinged to operative disposition as shown in Fig. 3, the 
handle arms 1 9, 20 may be folded digitally towards each 
other and brought to and held in co-acting relationship 
with their distal ends 26, 27 adjacent the connector 
plate 1 8 engaging the blade 12 at the neck portion 22 in 
such manner as to restrain the blade against movement 
away from the operative disposition as shown in Fig. 3. 
[0016] It will be noted that the neck portion 22 is of 
elongate strip-like form with a blade body portion 28 
contiguous therewith and extending laterally beyond 
each longitudinal side edge 29, 30 (see Fig. 2) of the 
neck portion 22, a shoulder 31 , 32 being defined by the 
junction of each said side edge 29, 30 with said blade 
body portion 28. It will be noted that the distal ends 26, 
27 of the handle arms 19, 20 adjacent the connector 
plate 18 are disposed for engaging said shoulders 31, 
32 in said operative disposition. 
[0017] In the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 to 3, the 
shoulders 31, 32 are provided each with a securing lug 
33, 34 spaced laterally from the respective said side 
edge 29, 30 whereby each handle arm 19, 20 in its 
operative disposition is located between a respective 
securing lug 33, 34 and the adjacent said side edge 29, 
30. Also in this embodiment, the distal ends 26, 27 of 
the handle arms 19, 20 are provided each with a termi- 
nal retention lug 35, 36 spaced from the respective side 
edge 24, 25 of the connector plate 18 whereby each 
handle arm 19, 20 in said operative disposition has its 
retention lug 35, 36 overlying the blade body 28 at the 
respective shoulder 31, 32. As will be seen from Fig. 2, 
the handle arms 19, 20 are hingedly interconnected by 
a portion 37 at their proximal ends whereby the handle 
member 1 1 is a continous loop surrounding said open- 
ing 21, the blade 12 being shaped to be received closely 
in the opening 21. 

[0018] Also shown in the drawings in Fig. 1 to 3 are 
interengaging holding members 38 and 39 on the 
respective arms 19. 20, one holding member having an 
opening therein to accommodate the other in a snap 
action whereby the arms may be maintained fixedly rel- 
ative to each other when in their operative dispositions, 
as shown in Fig. 3. This will retain the arms in that dis- 
position until forcibly moved apart against the action of 
the snap-type retention arising from the design and 
dimensioning of the two holding members 38, 39. 
[0019] Referring now to Fig. 4 of the drawings, the 
utensil 10a therein has the same components as those 
of the embodiment of Figs. 1 to 3, suffixed by the letter 
"a", but with the food-engaging blade 12a being of fork- 
like form. The handle member 1 1a is exactly as before, 
and the width of the blade 12a in relation to the width of 
the connector plate 18a and neck portion 22a result in 
all actions being the same as for those described with 
reference to Figs. 1 to 3. 



[0020] The embodiment of Figs. 5 to 7 relates to a 
similar construction but with differences adapting it to a 
knife utensil rather than a spoon utensil. This is indi- 
cated generally by the numeral 10b and corresponding 

5 parts have the same numerals as for Figs. 1 to 3 but suf- 
fixed by the letter V. The utensil 10b has a handle 
member 11b formed integrally with a food-engaging 
blade 12b which is of rectangular knife-like form, its 
body portion 28b being integral with a neck portion 22b 

/o which in this instance is hingedly connected along a 
transverse axis line 16b to the inner edge 17b of a con- 
nector plate 18b which is formed in two spaced but 
hingedly connected parts, the neck portion 22b being 
integral with one part only so that when the two handle 

75 arms 19b, 20b are pivoted to the disposition shown in 
Fig. 7, the neck portion 22b will be gripped between the 
two said portions of the connector plate 18b. Holding 
members 38b and 39b act to hold the arms together, 
with the other features being clearly apparent from Figs. 

20 5 to 7. 

[0021 ] Turning now to the embodiment shown in Figs. 
8 to 10 the utensil indicated at 10c has its components 
marked with the same numerals as before but suffixed 
by the letter V. The handle member 11c is generally 

25 similar to earlier embodiments, but the neck portion 22c 
of the food-engaging blade 12c is designed to extend 
operatively without the distal ends 26c, 27c of the han- 
dle arms 19c, 20c reaching the shoulders 31c, 32c at 
the junction of the neck portion 22c with the blade body 

30 portion 28c. For strengthing purposes, the neck portion 
22c may be provided with integral side ribs 40. 
[0022] Finally, to illustrate the broad scope of the 
invention, Fig. 11 illustrates a utensil 10d having a han- 
dle member 1 1d generally similar to those described 

35 earlier and a similar food-engaging blade 12d, but the 
neck portion 22d is shortened to lie on the connector 
plate 18d without any locking effects by shoulders or 
securing lugs or retention lugs (of the type shown as 31 , 
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, in Figs. 1 to 3). Instead, at the distal 

40 ends 26d, 27d of the handle arms 19d, 20d, the latter 
are foldable to be kinked in at 41 and 42 and overlie the 
neck portion 22d to retain it against the connector plate 
18d and thus achieve the same results when the arms 
19d, 20d are held tightly together by holding members 

45 38d or other means in the pertinent area at the neck 
portion 22d. 

[0023] The use of the invention in its various embodi- 
ments will be self-apparent from the drawings and pre- 
ceding description. While moulded utensils of these 

so types can be inserted loosely or packaged into contain- 
ers very easily, modified embodiments made from press 
sheet material can be secured rigidly against a face of a 
container if so desired, being not larger than one or 
more specific dimensions of the container for that pur- 

55 pose. 
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Claims 

1. A foldable eating utensil (10;10a;10b;10c;10d) 
including an elongate handle member 
(11;11a;11b;11c;11d) having a food-engaging s 
blade (12;12a;12b;12c;12d) extending integrally 
from one end thereof when operatively disposed, 
said blade (12;12a;12b;12c;12d) being hingedly 
connected about a transverse axis (16;16b; 16c) to 
the inner edge (17;17b) of a connector plate (18; 10 
18a;18b;18c;18d) of the handle member extending 
laterally between spaced handle arms 
(19,20;19a,20a;19b.20b;19c. 20c;19d,20d) of the 
handle member which define therebetween an 
opening (21) to receive said blade to lie coplanar 15 
with said handle member when said blade is hinged 
to storage disposition, 



2. A foldable eating utensil (10;10a;10c;10d) including 
an elongate handle member (11 ;1 1a;1 1c;1 1d) hav- 
ing a food-engaging blade (12;1 1a;12c;12d) 
extending integrally from one end thereof when 
operatively disposed, 45 



(22;22a;22c;22d) at its hinged connection 
(16;16c) to said connector plate 
(18;18a;18c;18d) and adapted to lie against 
said connector plate when operatively dis- 
posed, 

said handle arms 

(19,20;19a,20a;19c,20c;19d,20d) having distal 
ends (26,27;26c,27c;26d,27d) being foldable 
each about a lengthwise axis passing through 
the respective adjacent side edge (24,25) of 
said connector plate (18;18a;18c;18d) and 
wherein 

when the blade has been hinged to operative 
disposition, said handle arms may be folded 
digitally towards each other and brought to and 
held in co-acting relationship in which their dis- 
tal ends adjacent said connector plate engage 
said blade at its neck portion to restrain the 
blade against movement away from operative 
disposition. 

3. A folding eating utensil, according to claim 2, 
wherein said neck portion (22) is of elongate strip- 
like form and is contiguous with a blade body por- 
tion (28) which extends laterally beyond each longi- 
tudinal side edge (29,30) of said neck portion (22), 
a shoulder (31 , 32) being defined by the junction of 
each said side edge (29,30) with said blade body 
portion (28). 

4. A folding eating utensil, according to claim 3, 
wherein said distal ends (26,27) of said handle 
arms (19,20) adjacent said connector plate (18) are 
disposed for engaging said shoulders (31,32) in 
said operative disposition. 

5. A folding eating utensil, according to claim 4 
wherein said shoulders (31,32) are provided each 
with a securing lug (33,34) spaced laterally from the 
respective said side edge (29,30) whereby each 
handle arm (19,20) in said operative disposition is 
located between a respective securing lug (33,34) 
and the adjacent said side edge (29,30). 

6. A folding eating utensil, according to either of 
claims 4 or 5, wherein said distal ends (26,27) of 
said handle arms (19,20) are provided each with a 
terminal retention lug (35,36) spaced from the 
respective side edge (24,25) of the connector plate 
(18) whereby each handle arm (19,20) in said oper- 
ative disposition has its retention lug (35,36) overly- 
ing the body blade (28) at the respective shoulder 
(31,32). 

7. A folding eating utensil, according to any one of 
claims 2 to 6, wherein said handle arms (19,20) are 
hingedly connected at their proximal ends whereby 
the handle member (1 1) is a continuous loop sur- 



said blade being hingedly connected about a 
transverse axis (16; 16c) to the inner edge (17) 
of a connector plate (18;18a;18c;18d) of 
the handle member extending laterally so 
between spaced handle arms (19,20; 
19a,20a;19c,20c;19d,20d) of the handle mem- 
ber which define therebetween an opening (21 ) 
to receive said blade to lie coplanar with said 
handle member when said blade is hinged to 55 
storage disposition, 

said blade (12;12a;12c;12d) including a longi- 
tudinally extending neck portion 



said blade (12;12a;12b;12c;12d) including a 
longitudinally extending neck portion 20 
(22;22a;22b;22c;22d) at its hinged connection 
(16; 16b; 16c) to said connector plate 
(18;18a;18b;18c;18d) and adapted to lie 
against said connector plate when operatively 
disposed, 25 
said handle arms 

(1 9,20; 1 9a.20a;1 9b,20b;1 9c,20c; 1 9d, 20d) 
being foldable each about a lengthwise axis 
extending along said connector plate 
(18;18a;18b;18c;18d) and comprising engag- 30 
ing portions (26,27;26c,27c;26d.27d) wherein 
when the blade has been hinged to operative 
disposition, said handle arms may be folded 
digitally towards each other and brought to and 
held in co-acting relationship in which engaging 35 
portions of said handle member engage said 
blade at its neck portion to restrain the blade 
against movement away from operative dispo- 
sition. 
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rounding said opening (21), said blade being 
shaped to be received closely in said opening. 

8. A folding eating utensil, according to claim 1, 
wherein said blade (12) is a substantially rectangu- s 
lar knife blade (12b). 

9. A folding eating utensil, according to any one of 
claims 2 to 7, wherein said blade is of spoon-like 
form (12;12c;12d) or fork-like form (12a) and is 10 
round, oval-shaped or of rectangular shape, being 
flat or of concave upper surface. 

1 0. A folding eating utensil, according to any one of the 
preceding claims, wherein said handle arms (19,20; 
19a,20a;19b,20b;19c,20c;19d,20d) are provided 
with holding means (38,39;38b,39b;38c,39c;38d) 
whereby they may be maintained fixedly relative to 
each other when in their operative dispositions. 

11. A folding eating utensil, according to claim 10. 
wherein said holding means include inter-engaging 
members (38,39;38b,39b;38c,39c;38d) on the 
respective arms for snap-action engagement and 
retention when the arms are brought to their opera- 
tive dispositions. 

PatentansprOche 

1. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat 30 

(10;10a;10b;10c;10d), einschlieBend ein langge- 
strecktes Griffelement (11;11a;11b;11c;11d) mit 
einem mit Nahrungsmitteln in Eingriff tretenden 
Blatt (12;12a;12b;12c;12d), das sich als Einheit von 
seinem einen Ende aus erstreckt, wenn es 35 
gebrauchsbereit angeordnet ist, wobei das Blatt 
(12;12a;12b;12c;12d) urn eine Querachse 
(16;16b;16c) schwenkbar mit dem inneren 
Rand (17; 17b) einer Verbindungsplatte 
(18;18a;18b;18c;18d) des Griff el ementes verbun- 40 
den ist. die sich in seitlicher Richtung zwischen 
im Abstand angeordneten Griffarmen 
(19,20;19a,20a;19b,20b;19c,20c;19d,20d) des 
Griffelementes erstreckt, welche dazwischen eine 
Offnung (21) begrenzen, urn das Blatt so aufzuneh- 45 
men, daB es koplanar zum Griffelement zu liegen 
kommt, wenn das Blatt in eine Aufbewahrungsan- 
ordnung geschwenkt ist; 

wobei das Blatt (12;l2a;12b;12c;12d) an sei- so 
ner Schwenkverbindung (16;16b;16c) mit der 
Verbindungsplatte (18;18a;18b;18c;18d) einen 
langs verlaufenden Halsteil 

(22;22a;22b;22c;22d) einschlieBt und ange- 
paBt ist, urn gegen die Verbindungsplatte anzu- 55 
liegen, wenn es gebrauchsbereit angeordnet 
ist, 

wobei die Griffarme 



(19,20;19a,20a;19b.20b;19c,20c;19d,20d) 
jeweils urn eine Langsachse klappbar sind, 
die sich langs der Verbindungsplatte 
(18;18a;18b;18c;18d) erstreckt. und Eingrifft- 
eile (26,27;26c.27c;26d,27d) umfassen, wobei, 
wenn das Blatt in eine gebrauchsbereite 
Anordnung geschwenkt worden ist, die Griff- 
arme mit den Fingern auf einander zu geklappt 
und in eine zusammenwirkende Beziehung 
gebracht und in dieser gehalten werden k6n- 
nen, in der Eingriffteile des Griffelementes mit 
dem Blatt an seinem Halsteil in Eingriff treten, 
urn das Blatt an einer Bewegung aus einer 
gebrauchsbereiten Anordnung heraus zu hin- 



Verbindungsplatte (18;18a;18c;18d) des Griff- 
elementes verbunden ist, die sich in seitlicher 
Richtung zwischen im Abstand angeordneten 
Griffarmen (19,20;19a.20a;19c,20c;19d,20d) 
des Griffelementes erstreckt, welche dazwi- 
schen eine Offnung (21) begrenzen, urn das 
Blatt so aufzunehmen, daB es koplanar zum 
Griffelement zu liegen kommt, wenn das Blatt 
in eine Aufbewahrungsanordnung geschwenkt 
ist; 

wobei das Blatt (12;12a;12c;12d) an seiner 
Schwenkverbindung (16;16c) mit der Verbin- 
dungsplatte (18;18a;18c;18d) einen langs 
verlaufenden Halsteil (22;22a;22c;22d) ein- 
schlieBt und angepaBt ist, urn gegen die 
Verbindungsplatte anzuliegen, wenn es 
gebrauchsbereit angeordnet ist, 
wobei die Griffarme 

(19,20;19a,20a;19c,20c;19b,20d) distale 
Enden (26,27;26c,27c;26d,27d) aufweisen, die 
jeweils urn eine Langsachse klappbar sind, 
diedurch den jeweiligen benachbarten Sei- 
tenrand (24,25) der Verbindungsplatte 
(18;18a;18c;18d) hindurchtritt, und wobei, 
wenn das Blatt in eine gebrauchsbereite 
Anordnung geschwenkt worden ist, die Griff- 
arme mit den Fingern auf einander zu geWappt 
und in eine zusammenwirkende Beziehung 
gebracht und in dieser gehalten werden kOn- 
nen, in der ihre zu der Verbindungsplatte 
benachbarten distal en Enden mit dem Blatt an 
dessen Halsteil in Eingriff treten, urn das Blatt 
an einer Bewegung aus einer gebrauchsberei- 



15 dern. 

2. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat (10;10a;10c;10d), 
einschlieBend ein langgestrecktes Griffelement 
(1 1 ;1 1a;1 1c;1 1d) mit einem mit Nahrungsmitteln in 
20 Eingriff tretenden Blatt (12;12a;12c;12d), das sich 
als Einheit von seinem einen Ende aus erstreckt, 
wenn es gebrauchsbereit angeordnet ist, 

wobei das Blatt urn eine Querachse (16; 16c) 
25 schwenkbar mit dem inneren Rand (17) einer 
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ten Anordnung heraus zu hindern. 

3. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach Anspruch 2, 
bei dem der Halsteil (22) von einer langgestreckten 
strerfenartigen Form ist und mit einem BiattkCrper- 5 
teil (28) zusammenhangt, der sich jenseits von 
jedem Ungsseitenrand (29,30) des Halsteils (22) 

in seitlicher Richtung erstreckt, wobei durch die 
Verbindungsstelle von jedem der SeitenrSnder 
(29,30) mit dem BlattkoYperteil (28) eine Schulter 10 
(31 ,32) begrenzt wird. 

4. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach Anspruch 3, 
bei dem die distalen Enden (26,27) der Griffarme 
(19,20) benachbart zur Verbindungsplatte (18) 15 
angeordnet sind, urn in der gebrauchsbereiten 
Anordnung mit den Schultern (31,32) in Eingriff zu 
treten. 

5. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach Anspruch 4, 20 
bei dem die Schultern (31 ,32) jeweils mit einer Hal- 
tenase (33,34) versehen sind, die in seitlichem 
Abstand von den jeweiligen Seitenrandern (29,30) 
angeordnet ist, wodurch jeder Griffarm (19,20) in 
der gebrauchsbereiten Anordnung zwischen einer 25 
jeweiligen Haltenase (33,34) und dem benachbar- 

ten Seitenrand (29,30) angeordnet ist. 

6. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach einem der 
Anspruche 4 Oder 5, bei dem die distalen Enden 30 
(26,27) der Griffarme (19.20) jeweils mit einer 
Endruckhaltenase (35,36) versehen sind, die im 
Abstand vom jeweiligen Seitenrand (24,25) der Ver- 
bindungsplatte (18) angeordnet ist, wodurch jeder 
Griffarm (19,20) in der gebrauchsbereiten Anord- 35 
nung seine Ruckhaltenase (35,36) an der jeweili- 
gen Schulter (31,32) uber dem KOrperblatt (28) 
iiegend aufweist. 

7. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach einem der 40 
AnsprOche 2 bis 6, bei dem die Griffarme (1 9,20) an 
ihren proximalen Enden schwenkbar verbunden 
sind, wodurch das Griffelement (11) eine durchge- 
hende Schleife ist, die die Offnung (21) umgibt, 
wobei das Blatt so geformt ist, daB es genau in der 45 
Offnung aufgenommen wird. 

8. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach Anspruch 1, 
bei dem das Blatt (12) eine im wesentlichen recht- 
eckige MesserWinge (12b) ist. 50 

9. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach einem der 
Anspruche 2 bis 7, bei dem das Blatt von loffelarti- 
ger Form (12;12c;12d) Oder gabelartiger Form 
(12a) ist und rund, oval geformt Oder von rechtecW- 55 
ger Form ist, wobei es eben ist Oder eine konkave 
oberseite aufweist 



10. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach einem der 
vorangehenden Anspruche, bei dem die Griffarme 
(ig^O^a^Oa^b^Objigc^Ocjigd^Od) mit Hal- 
teeinrichtungen (38,39;38b,39b;38c,39c;38d) ver- 
sehen sind, wodurch sie in Bezug zu einander 
festgehalten werden kfinnen, wenn sie sich in ihren 
gebrauchsbereiten Anordnungen befinden. 

11. ZusammenWappbares EBgerat nach Anspruch 10, 
bei dem die Halteeinrichtungen auf den jeweiligen 
Armen miteinander in Eingriff tretende Elemente 
(38,39;38b,39b;38c,39c;38d) einschlieBen, fur 
einen Rasteingriff und ein Festhalten, wenn die 
Arme in ihre gebrauchsbereiten Anordnungen 
gebracht werden. 

Revendications 

1. Ustensile de table pliant (10; 10a; 10b; 10c; 10d), 
comprenant une poignee allong6e (11; 11a; 11b; 
1 1 c; 1 1d) presentant une palette servant a prendre 
les aliments (12; 12a; 12b; 12c; 12d) qui fait integra- 
lement saillie a partie d'une de ses extr6mit6s en 
position d'utilisation, ladite palette (12; 12a; 12b; 
12c; 12d) 6tant reltee, de maniere a pouvoir pivoter 
autour d'un axe transversal (16; 16b; 16c), au bord 
interne (17; 17b) d'une plaque de liaison (18; 18a; 
18b; 18c; 18d) faisant partie de ladite poignee et 
s'6tendant lateralement entre des bras de poignee 
situes a une certaine distance Tun de I'autre (19, 
20; 19a, 20a; 19b, 20b; 19c, 20c; 19d. 20d) et fai- 
sant partie de ladite poign6e, qui ferment les bords 
d'un orifice (21) destine a loger ladite palette de 
maniere a ce qu'elle soit contenue dans le m§me 
plan que ladite poign6e lorsque Ton a fait pivoter 
ladite palette vers sa position de rangement, 

ladite palette (12; 12a; 12b; 12c; 12d) compre- 
nant un cou longitudinal (22; 22a; 22b; 22c; 
22d) au niveau de sa liaison pivotante (16; 16b; 
16c) a ladite plaque de liaison (18; 18a; 18b; 
18c; 18d), concu pour s'appuyer, en position 
d'utilisation, contre ladite plaque de liaison, 
chacun desdits bras de poign§e (19, 20; 19a, 
20a; 19b, 20b; 19c, 20c; 19d, 20d) pouvant §tre 
replie autour d'un axe longitudinal s'elendant le 
long de ladite plaque de liaison (18; 18a; 18b; 
18c; 18d), et comportant une partie de mise en 
prise (26, 27; 26c, 27c; 26d, 27d), caracterise 
en ce que, lorsque Ton a fait pivoter la palette 
vers sa position d'utilisation, lesdits bras de 
poignee peuvent etre replies Tun vers I'autre 
avec les doigts et plac6s et maintenus en rela- 
tion de cooperation pour mettre en prise les 
parties de mise en prise de ladite poignee sur 
ladite palette au niveau de son cou de facon k 
emp§cher que la palette ne puisse quitter sa 
position d'utilisation. 
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2. Ustensile de table pliant (10; 10a; 10c; 10d), com- 
prenant une poignSe allong§e (11; 11a; 11c; 1 1d) 
prSsentant une palette servant k prendre les ali- 
ments (12; 12a; 12c; 12d) qui fait integralement 
saillie k partie d'une de ses extr£mites en position 5 
d'utilisation, 

ladite palette (12; 12a; 11b; 12c; 12d) 6tant 
reli6e, de manure k pouvoir pivoter autour d'un 
axe transversal (16; 16c), au bord interne (17) 10 
d'une plaque de liaison (18; 18a; 18c; 18d) fai- 
sant partie de ladite poignSe et s'&endant late- 
ralement entre des bras de poign6e situ£s k 
une certaine distance Tun de Pautre (19, 20; 
19a, 20a; 19c, 20c; 19d, 20d) et faisant partie 15 
de ladite poign6e, qui torment les bords d'un 
orifice (21) destin6 k recevoir ladite palette de 
mantere k ce qu'elle soit contenue dans le 
mSme plan que ladite poign6e lorsque Ton a 
fait pivoter ladite palette vers sa position de 20 
rangement, 

ladite palette (12; 12a; 12c; 12d) comprenant 
un cou longitudinal (22; 22a; 22c; 22d) au 
niveau de sa liaison pivotante (16; 16c) k ladite 
plaque de liaison (18; 18a; 18c; 18d), congu 25 
pour s'appuyer, en position d'utilisation, contre 
ladite plaque de liaison, 
lesdits bras de poign6e (19, 20; 19a, 20a; 19c, 
20c; 19d, 20d) possSdantdes extr6mites dista- 
les (26, 27; 26c, 27c; 26d, 27d) dont chacune 30 
peut §tre repltee autour d'un axe longitudinal 
traversant le bord adjacent respectif (24, 25) de 
ladite plaque de liaison (18; 18a; 18c; 18d), 
caracteris6 en ce que, lorsque Ton a fait pivoter 
la palette vers sa position d'utilisation, lesdits 35 
bras de poign6e peuvent §tre replies Tun vers 
I'autre avec les doigts et places et maintenus 
en relation de cooperation pour mettre en prise 
leurs extr&nites distales, adjacentes k ladite 
plaque de liaison, sur ladite palette au niveau 40 
de son cou de fapon k emp§cher que la palette 
ne puisse quitter sa position d'utilisation. 

3. Ustensile de table pliant selon la revendication 2, 
caracteris6 en ce que ledit cou (22) est en forme de 45 
bande allong6e et se prolonge par un corps de 
palette (28) qui s'6tend lateralement au-del& de 
chaque bord longitudinal (29, 30) dudit cou (22), la 
jonction entre chacun desdits bords lateraux (29, 
30) et ledit corps de palette (28) formant un 6paule- so 
ment (31,32). 

4. Ustensile de table pliant selon la revendication 3, 
caracteris§ en ce que lesdites extr6mites distales 
(26, 27) desdits bras de poignSe (19, 20) adjacen- 55 
tes k ladite plaque de liaison (18) sont plac6es, 
dans ladite position d'utilisation, de mantere k met- 
tre en prise lesdits 6paulements (31. 32). 



5. Ustensile de table pliant selon la revendication 4, 
caracteris6 en ce que chacun desdits 6paulements 
(31 , 32) est muni d'un talon de fixation (33, 34) situ6 
k une certaine distance dudit bord lateral respectif 
(29, 30), de fagon k ce que chaque bras de poign6e 
(19, 20), dans ladite position d'utilisation, soit plac§ 
entre le talon de fixation respectif (33, 34) et ledit 
bord lateral adjacent (29, 30). 

6. Ustensile de table pliant selon la revendication 4 ou 
la revendication 5, caracteris6 en ce que chacune 
desdites extr6mites distales (26, 27) desdits bras 
de poign^e (19, 20) se termine par un talon 
d'assemblage (35, 36) siUte k une certaine distance 
du bord lateral respectif (24, 25) de la plaque de 
liaison (18), de fa$on k ce que ledit talon d'assem- 
blage (35, 36) de chacun desdits bras de poign6e 
(19, 20), dans ladite position d'utilisation, sur- 
plombe le corps de palette (28) au niveau de 
l'6paulement respectif (31 , 32). 

7. Ustensile de table pliant selon I'une quelconque 
des revendications 2 k 6, caracteris6 en ce que les- 
dits bras de poignSe (19, 20) sont reltes k leurs 
extrSmites proximales de mani&re pivotante. de 
sorte que la poign6e (11) forme une boucle ininter- 
rompue entourant ledit orifice (21), ladite palette 
ayant une forme propre k lui permettre de se loger 
§troitement dans ledit orifice. 

8. Ustensile de table pliant selon la revendication 1, 
caracterisg en ce que ladite palette (12) est une 
lame de couteau en gros rectangulaire (12b). 

9. Ustensile de table pliant selon I'une quelconque 
des revendications 2 & 7, caract6ris6 en ce que 
ladite palette est en forme de cuiller (12; 12c; 12d) 
ou de fourchette (12a), et poss£de une forme 
ronde, ovale ou rectangulaire, et en ce qu'elle est 
plate ou pr6sente une surface sup6rieure concave. 

10. Ustensile de table pliant selon I'une quelconque 
des revendications pr6c6dentes, caracterise en ce 
que lesdits bras de poign6e (19, 20; 19a, 20a; 19b, 
20b; 19c. 20c; 19d, 20d) sont munis de moyens de 
retenue (38, 39; 38b, 39b; 38c, 39c; 38d) leur per- 
mettant, en position d'utilisation, de rester fixes I'un 
par rapport k I'autre. 

11. Ustensile de table pliant selon la revendication 10, 
caracterisS en ce que caracterisS en ce que lesdits 
moyens de retenue comportent des pieces pouvant 
entrer en prise I'une avec I'autre (38, 39; 38b, 39b; 
38c, 39c; 38d) et situGes sur les bras respectifs, qui 
permettent une prise instantan6e et un assemblage 
quand les bras sont places dans leurs positions 
d'utilisation. 



8 



EP 0 632 703 B1 




i i *»J . ~T 



9 



EP 0 632 703 B1 



10b 19b 11b 




10 



EP 0 632 703 B1 



12c 




FIG. 11 



11 



